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2. Confidentiality
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Principle: FPOS
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Passive Confidentiality

• Passive confidentiality be applied as much as 

possible, i.e., that data be treated as 

confidential only at the trader‘s request and 

when the statistical authority finds the 

request justified based on the confidentiality 

rules
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Suppression of data

• Principle of “minimum loss of information”

• IMTS 2010 (para. 10.3) recommends that data 

considered confidential be included at the 

next-higher level of commodity or partner 

detail (up to total level) that ensures the 

required confidentiality
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Example of suppressing data due 

confidentiality

• Is it possible (and acceptable) to suppress 

confidentiality [of affected commodities] at 8 

digit level, and show it at 4 or 2 digit level?
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Commodity Value

270900 1000

271012 2000

271019 3000

271600 1000

999999 5000

051000 1000

050200 2000

050290 1000

Commodity Value

2709 1000

2710 5000

2716 1000

999999 5000

051000 1000

050200 2000

050290 1000

Commodity Value

27 7000

999999 5000

051000 1000

050200 2000

050290 1000

Option A Option B Option C

No confidential data

Commodity Value

999999 12000

051000 1000

050200 2000

050290 1000

Option D



3. Non-customs data sources
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Non customs sources by 

commodities
• Goods delivered through postal or courier services 

• Electricity transmitted through fixed power lines 

• Petroleum, gas and water delivered through pipelines 

• Petroleum and gas produced outside the customs territory 

and shipped directly by vessel 

• Border trade 

• Sales and purchases made by aircraft and ships in foreign 

ports

• Sales and purchases of aircraft, ships and other mobile 

equipment 

• Transactions on the high seas 

• Military goods
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Non customs sources by 

commodities
• Electricity transmitted through fixed power lines 

• Petroleum, gas and water delivered through 

pipelines 

• Petroleum and gas produced outside the customs 

territory and shipped directly by vessel 

• Sales and purchases of aircraft, ships and other 

mobile equipment (i.e., drilling rigs)

• Military goods
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Non customs sources by territories

• Free zones authority

• Offshore installation

• Sales and purchases made by aircraft and 

ships in foreign ports 

• Border trade 

• Transactions on the high seas 

• Goods delivered through postal or courier 

services 
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4. Production Process
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Statistical production process: 

Experiences from ISTAT

• (a) Automatic upload or manual data entry of 

customs data;

• (b) Exclusion of trade flows not relevant for 

the compilation of external trade statistics;

• (c) Standardization of customs data according 

to statistical standards, including both 

classification and analytical variables;
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Statistical production process: 

ISTAT

• (d) Rapid detection and revision of major 

outliers, having significant impact on the 

aggregate trade figures published as flash 

estimates or preliminary data;

• (e) Thorough analysis and revision of outliers 

at the product/country level, including mis-

classification problems at the product, country 

or other statistical variables level;

• (f) Estimation of a possible random item or 

unit (non-response problems); 16



Statistical production process: 

ISTAT

• (g) Estimation procedures related to 

―structural biases‖ in customs data, such as 

systematic delays in data transmission, under 

coverage due to the adoption of exemption 

thresholds, etc.;

• (h) Estimation of peculiar external trade flows 

not covered, or poorly covered, by custom 

data.
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5. IMTS 2010 

extended data items
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“Traditional” data items
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Extended data items
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Thank you

Please send your comments to 

muryawan@un.org


